
ANGRY TIAS AND ABUELAS:  DONATION REQUEST 

 
Contact: Madeleine Sandefur,  madi.s44@att.net;  or angrytiasabuelas@yahoo.com   

 

We, the Angry Tias and Abuelas, are based in the lower Rio Grande border area of Texas. This has 

provided us with a front row seat to the extraordinary human suffering created by the current and 

punitive U.S. immigration policies. These policies are described in our accompanying Fact Statement. 

We are committed to providing direct humanitarian aid to asylum seekers forced to wait in dangerous 

regions of Mexico or detained in cruel conditions within the United States.  

 

We began the Angry Tias and Abuelas network in 2018 and agreed from the outset that all members 

would serve on a strictly volunteer basis. We continue as volunteers now, using our own homes, 

vehicles and communications equipment.  Our overhead expenses are thus minimal.  All donations for 

our work are tax-deductible. Our fiscal sponsor is Progress Texas Institute, a registered 501(c)(3) 

organization.  Donations may be made through https://secure.actblue.com/donate/atargv. See also, 

www.angrytiasandabuelas.com.  

 

We seek financial assistance for our current programs.  We will adapt these programs as the U.S. 

government policies change and different humanitarian needs arise. Our efforts include the following: 

 

1. Bridges and Mexico Encampments:  We provide urgently needed food, water, clothing, toiletries and 

other necessities to asylum seekers forced to “wait their turn” in dangerous regions of Mexico. This 

includes large groups of people waiting on the international bridges, gathered in makeshift 

encampments near the bridges, or forced into overcrowded and unsafe shelters. 

 

2.  Bus Station Assistance:  After the asylum seekers are released from the cruel conditions of the 

“hieleras” or “ice boxes” (initial U.S. processing centers), they are assisted first by shelters such as the 

Catholic Charities Humanitarian Respite Center in McAllen. These organizations are extraordinary and 

save lives daily. The asylum seekers then arrive at the bus stations to travel to the homes of their 

relatives. The Tias sit with each family to ensure they understand their bus tickets and transfer points on 

their long journey north. We also explain their court papers, giving them contact information for legal 

support, and FAQ sheets. Most people have fallen seriously ill in the hieleras and were treated only 

once they arrived at the shelters. Should we encounter a child or adult in need of further medical care, 

we take them to a local clinic or emergency room. We also provide telephones for people to call their 
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relatives, and any missing necessities, such as shoelaces, blankets, food, and minimal cash donations 

for families traveling with zero funds. 

 

3. Know Your Rights: We provide basic “Know Your Rights” sessions led by attorneys for people 

forced to wait in Mexico, or recently released from the hieleras here.  Should the “Stay in Mexico” 

program continue, then we may need to provide computers and other communication equipment to the 

Mexican shelters to  permit asylum seekers to consult with attorneys and prepare their cases. 

 

4. Detained Asylum Seekers Support: As discussed in our fact sheet, most adult asylum seekers are 

denied parole and/or bond unless they are traveling with their children. This means that they remain in 

immigration detention centers until their cases are resolved. This can take several years. In the 

meantime, people who have never committed a crime must survive brutal and prison-like conditions.  

Many break emotionally after a year and return to their homelands despite the terrible dangers there. 

One of the Tias works steadily to assist local detainees by visiting and writing to them, sending books, 

connecting them with attorneys and providing limited but vital commissary and telephone funds. This 

funding allows them to call their families and friends, purchase toiletries and paper, and obtain 

supplemental foods needed for special medical needs such as diabetes. 

 

5. Emergency Transportation:  The Tias also assist with transportation during emergencies. For 

example, when the families were finally reunited last year, the Tias purchased airline tickets for some 

of the parents to travel to the U.S. to find their children. We also assisted with hotel rooms and 

transportation to and from the airports and law offices. Likewise, when there have been sudden surges 

in the numbers of arriving families, we have assisted with transportation from the shelters to the 

airports and clinics. We routinely work with the La Posada shelter to provide rides for asylum seekers 

to and from the bus station and airport, law offices, medical visits, and required appearances. 

 

6. Support to Local Partner Projects:  We fully recognize that the ongoing suffering of the asylum 

seekers can only be remedied if all of our local grassroots organizations work in close collaboration. 

We have therefore consistently shared our funding with partner projects during times of special need.  

We have provided support, for example, to the local shelters and respite centers on both the Texas and 

Mexican sides of the Rio Grande as the number of arriving asylum seekers has increased. Such 

donations are for medical care, food, clothing and other humanitarian necessities. 


